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The Law 

• Associations and foundations receiving more than 7.2 
million HUF (24,000 €) per year must register at the 
court as „foreign funded organisations” and must use 
this label on their websites and publications. 

• The definition of „foreign support” is very broad, it 
practically covers all financial and other contributions 
that do not go through the Hungrian state budget, 
regardess of the source (whether public or private). 

• Organisations failing to register  – after a repeat call to 
comply – may be fined (between 35-3000 €), and as a 
last resort the court may initiate the elimination of the 
organisation.  

• Faith based and sport associations, as well as party and 
public foundations are exempted.  



Why we protest? 

This law is 

• Unnecessary – under present regulations civil society 
organisations must report their income and donors in a 
transparent manner anyway 

• Arbitrary – it discriminates among CSOs (as well as 
between CSOs and other sectors), prescribing stricter 
regulations on  group of organisations 

• Stigmatising – its obvious underlying goal is to vilify 
and discredit independent, advocacy organisations 

• Destructive – it undermines public trust in civil society 
organisations and may decrease philantropic giving 



International context 

 

  
 
 

The law goes against international law, too: 
• It is in breach of Article 63 of the EU Treaty on the free flow 

of capital,  as regards the donations to charitable, nonprofit 
organisations 

• The data of even foreign private donors (giving above 
500,000 HUF ~ 1650) should be reported to the ministry’s 
Civil Information Portal, breaching privacy protection 
provisions 

• While counter-terrorism and anti-money laundering are the 
stated goals of the law, it lacks the required risk assessment  

• It is in breach with the EU’s Charter on Fundamental  Rights: 
the prohibition of discrimination, freedom of association, 
freedom of opinion 



The propaganda 

The  law’s real, underlying goal becomes better pronounced in light of 
the government’s communication of the last months (years) :  

• „These organisations must be pushed back by all 
means, and I think cleared away.” 

- Szilárd Németh deputy speaker of the FIDESZ parliamentary group, 10 January 
2017. 

• „Hungarian voters ned to know if organisations using 
foreign funding want to exert influence in Hungary.” 

- Lajos Kósa speaker of the FIDESZ parliamentary group,  17 February , 2017 

• „And these organisations, they all unambigiously take 
position against the  Hungarian government and the 
migration policy supported by the Hungarian people, 
then we cannot hesitate longer, and I said 
transparency must be enforced.”  

- Viktor Orbán Prime Minister 26 April, 2017  



  The Civilisation campaign 

Civilisation is a camapign run by a group of volunteers sharing the 
values of civic organising. We protect the rights of children, give fod to 
the poor, roof to the homeless, build communities, and work for a 
clean, peaceful and healthy country. 

 



Heroes’ Veto  
– 12 April 2017 



     „Write to the MPs” 



„We ask for the floor” 

Parliamentary Committee of Justice, 25 April 2017 



Civic Picnic 
29 May 2017 



International response 

Letteer of Nils Muižnieks, Human 
Rights Commissioner of the 
Concil of Europe to the Speaker 
of the Parliament – 3 May 2017 

 
Joint solidarity statement of 
513 European CSOs 
 

Position paper of the EU Fundamental Rights 
Agency – 10 April 2017 



And yet… 

… on 13 June 2017 the governing majority of the 

Hungarian Parliament adopted the bill.  



   What’s next?... 

• On 28 August, 23 Hungarian NGOs jointly 
petitioned the Constitutional Court of Hungary to 
annul the legislation on the basis of breaching the 
rights to good reputation, to privacy, the freedom 
of speech and association 

• Analysis of further legal avenues, court 
proceedings in Hungary and internationally 

• New communication campaign on the work and 
importance of civil society organisations: it is time 

• Finding new allies: corporate sector, chambers, etc. 


